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ENVIRONMENT — FIRE SAFETY — WILLIAM BAY NATIONAL PARK 

5271. Mr D.T. Redman to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Environment; Disability 
Services; Electoral Affairs: 

I refer to the William Bay redevelopment Project (Denmark), and ask: 

(a) What provision has been made by the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions in their 
project planning which takes into consideration compliance with the Western Australian Planning 
Commission’s (WAPC) State Planning Policy 3.7; 

(b) Given the redevelopment has the capacity to increase visitation to Greens Pool during the summer months 
when fire danger is an issue, how does the Minister intend to ensure visitor safety; and 

(c) Can the Minister advise whether consideration is or has been given to an alternative entry/exit to the 
Greens Pool/Williams Bay Area as a strategy for mitigating the risk to visitors from bushfire? 

Mr R.R. Whitby replied: 
(a) The Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) has undertaken strategic park-scale 

master planning and visitor planning, which identifies efficient access and management strategies for fire 
mitigation, broadscale fire planning and when necessary, park closures when the fire danger ratings reach 
very high through to catastrophic. As part of the design process, DBCA is improving the road design, 
traffic flow and parking layouts including removing dead ends to allow for more efficient vehicle flow 
and reduced congestion particularly in peak periods. In addition, landscape materials chosen are largely 
non-combustible and include concrete or asphalt paths. DBCA also seeks to use construction and building 
materials that are more resilient to fire, including steel structural frames and timber stud frames. 

(b) The proposed redevelopment is designed to support some increased capacity but more generally to better 
manage the current level of visitation. DBCA considers that this development has been designed 
consistent with best practice bushfire planning principles. The park’s evacuation plan will be updated for 
the upgraded area. DBCA has a fuel reduction strategy to be implemented through its prescribed burning 
program for this area. This strategy is designed to manage and guide bushfire mitigation efforts around 
the new visitor facilities to minimise the impacts of bushfire on infrastructure. 

(c) The only potential option that would afford a second entry/exit to William Bay National Park would be 
to the east towards Lights Beach Road. This option would present a number of engineering and 
environmental challenges, which currently does not make this a realistic or viable option. Any potential 
eastern link would also impact on the current alignment of the Munda Biddi and Bibbulmun tracks. This 
option was not explored during the planning process. 
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